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The Protection Project Background: The Protection Project is a human rights research institute
based at The Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS) in
Washington, D.C. The Protection Project focuses on promoting human rights values throughout the
world by engaging in academic research and conducting training, exchange, and fellowship proprams
focusing on issues of trafficking in persons and child labor. human nights education, women's
cmpowerment. state compliance with internationally recognized human rights and capacity huilding
for civil socicty in developing and transition countries.

Mission Statement: The Protection Project Joumal of Human Rights ‘and Civil Saciety is a new
journal that aims 1o provide a forum for scholarly analysis of eritical contempaorary human rights
issues within the prism and from the perspective of civil society and praclitioners in the non-
govemmental sector. The first issue of this Joumal was issued in the Spring of 2007. The following
submissions were published in (his issuc: Sluve Women: The ltalian Legal Response 1o the
lnternational Trafficking in Women. Morina Elefunte, Female Genital Mudtilation: Cultural Right or
Fiolaiton of Women s Human Rights?. Janine Hoin, Applicability of the European Convention on
Human Righes in the legal system of Azerbuaijun, Marar Kengerlinshy. Interview with Ay Sipnia
Hude, United Nations Special Rapportewr on Trafficking in Persons, Folunteerism. An Annotaied
Bibliograply.

As civil sociely and academia gain momentum and expericnee in human rights advocacy and begin to
contribute to driving reform. development and democratization processes, it becomes imperative Lo
zxamine the interrelationship between developments in the human rights arena and the consequent
cfiects such developments have on the possibilities for the growth or obstructions of the growth of
Ireedom of civil sociery and non-governmental organizations.

IUis also necessary to sludy how emecrgent civil society and academia contribute to the movenient
loward greater respect for and compliance with human rights standards worldwide. As panicipants
and practitioners in this process, civil society representatives possess wemendous insight into the
practical side of the realization of human tights ideals, including both successes and pitfalls,

[t 15 therefore the objective of (he Jjournal to probe developments and crucial concerns such as the
implementation of and state compliance with intermational human rights standards. 1o address
poignant themes addressing the interrelationship between human rights theory and human righs
practice as that transition is realized in local contexts, as well as the roles of civj] society and
academia as actors in the socjal and political development of nations.






